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Council Meetings: 

Council 6419 meetings: Second Thursday of every month, 6:30 p.m. Meeting this month is 

December 10.      

 

Watch and Wait: During Advent, Christ calls us to be vigilant. 

 

By Gerald Korson11/25/2020 (from kofc.org website) 
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As we begin the season of Advent, we notice the days 

growing shorter. For many, the air is turning chillier too. 

We likely will start spending more time at home as well — 

not just to enjoy light and warmth, but also to curtail the 

spread of COVID-19. 

To be “cooped up” at home, as we have already 

experienced during this pandemic, presents certain 

challenges to our patience and mental health. But as some 

have pointed out, staying home also presents certain opportunities, particularly during Advent. 

“What if we were able to take advantage of this shuttering of our busy lives to observe Advent 

as our church has always encouraged us to do: a time of reflection, a time of quieting, a time of 

stillness, to make room for Christ in our daily lives?” asked Bishop W. Shawn McKnight of 

Jefferson City, Missouri, in a message on the diocesan website. 

Interestingly, our proper response to the worsening pandemic this fall neatly parallels our 

proper experience of Advent. Both should lead us to focus more on God. Both should make us 

more aware of our mortality. 

Avoiding the transmission of coronavirus requires some precautions, health experts have 

warned. So, we stay at home more. We wash our hands more thoroughly. We practice social 

distancing. We wear facemasks. We are advised to avoid situations that put ourselves or others 

at higher risk. 

In a word, we are advised to be vigilant against coronavirus. 

In the Gospel for the First Sunday of Advent (Mk 13:33-37), Christ also cautions vigilance as 

we anticipate “the Lord of the house” at his Second Coming. “Be watchful! Be alert! You do 

not know when the time will come … May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping!” 

The reference here is to remaining faithful and prayerful, avoiding even the “near occasion of 

sin,” as one formula for the Act of Contrition states. God is merciful, but to presume on his 

mercy and thereby become lax in our pursuit of holiness is a sin in itself. We must be prepared 



for his return — or our own death, at which moment we will face his judgment — at all times. 

“Would that you might meet us doing right, that we were mindful of you in our ways!” writes 

the prophet Isaiah in our first reading (Is 63:16b-17, 19b, 64:2-7). 

Is such vigilance possible? Can we remain so faithful in the face of so many challenges? Yes, 

says St. Paul in our second reading, if we remember what we have been taught and rely upon 

God’s grace for our strength. “He will keep you firm to the end,” Paul writes, “irreproachable 

on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor 1:3-9). 

And the Psalmist summarizes our Advent call: “Lord, make us turn to you” (Ps 80:2-3, 15-16 

18-19). We turn to him in prayer, and we turn to him to seek his grace in his sacraments, in 

penance and the Eucharist. 

With the devil lurking about seeking to draw us away from Christ and our path to heaven, the 

stakes could not be higher: it is a life-or-death struggle on an eternal scale. 

We must remain vigilant, lest we be caught asleep. 

 

Five Reasons We’re Thankful this year: During the challenges of this year, the Knights of 

Columbus are counting their blessings 

By Andrew Fowler11/23/2020 (originally from Knightline) 

 

This year has been unlike any other in recent memory. The myriad 

of challenges, most notably the COVID-19 pandemic, have shaken 

our way of life. And with the holiday season approaching, 

government officials are recommending people to limit family at 

their Thanksgiving dinners, keep masks on while around family, or 

outright cancel their festivities in order to stop the spread of the 

virus. 

Yet this time of year typically calls us to reflect on what we’re thankful for. However, with 

these restrictions, uncertainty and loss of life, is there anything we can be thankful for? 

The short answer is yes. Here are five things we are thankful for this year:  

1. God is still with us 

Our Father has not left us orphans. Through his son, Jesus Christ, we were told that he will be 

with us until the end of time. He shares in our crosses. This year, even more so. And even 

though there are crowd size restrictions, we have been blessed with the technology to 

participate, albeit virtually, in the Mass, Eucharistic adoration and other forms of prayer to 

strengthen our relationship with God. 

To support this relationship, the Knights of Columbus has provided resources to Knights, their 

families and the faithful around the world through online Mass schedules, novenas, 

supporting the financial cost of  Pope Francis’ Urbi et Orbi blessing, the publication of a 

Stations of the Cross coloring book for children, and so much more. 

2. That our founder, Blessed Michael J. McGivney, is one step closer to sainthood 

On Oct. 31, Father McGivney was officially declared “blessed” at a beatification Mass held at 

the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Hartford, Conn. The beatification followed the official 

recognition from the Vatican of a miracle attributed to the intercession of Blessed McGivney, 

which involved the healing of Mikey Schachle from fetal hydrops. 



Pope Francis credited Blessed McGivney for his “zeal” that made him an “outstanding witness 

of Christians solidarity and fraternal assistance.” 

Knights around the world rejoiced with a weekend-long celebration of Blessed McGivney’s life 

that included “McGivney Festival” at St. Mary’s Church in New Haven, Conn., as well as the 

opening of the Blessed Michael McGivney Pilgrimage Center. Supreme Knight Carl Anderson 

said the founder’s life and beatification will inspire Knights to “go forward with a renewed 

spirit of charity.” 

3. That Knights are leaving no neighbor behind 

The pandemic may have limited how Knights live out our first principle of charity, but it has 

not prevented them from serving communities around the world. The Leave No Neighbor 

Behind initiative called on Knights to support other Knights, parishes, community, the hungry 

as well as participate in blood drives. And Knights responded. 

This past year, Knightline highlighted how Knights adapted their outreach to align with social 

distancing protocols. Whether by assisting nuns following a natural disaster, helping Native 

American communities stricken with the pandemic or  feeding the hungry in Los Angeles and 

in the Philippines, Knights are committed to helping their neighbors in need. 

4. That Catholic men are stepping into the breach as brother Knights 

The Knights of Columbus is a brotherhood of more than 2 million Catholic men committed to 

our principles of charity, unity, fraternity, and patriotism. This year more than 2000 additional 

men joined the Knights during the Supreme Council’s first virtual online exemplification in 

March; and since then, more than 23,000 men have now become part of our brotherhood. 

We are a brotherhood committed to serve, and that brotherhood — even at a social-distance — 

is needed now more than ever. 

5. That we can continue serving 

In his annual report, Supreme Knight Carl Anderson laid out a vision of prayer and charity for 

the end of 2020 and into the new year. Knights were called to “step forward” in response to 

civil unrest around the world; implore the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe; support 

persecuted Christians in the Middle East and Nigeria; and to continue leading the pro-life 

movement. 

There are still plenty of opportunities for Knights to serve. And we are thankful for each new 

opportunity to serve as brother Knights, united together in charity, unity, and fraternity. 

 

Fish Fry December 6:  

There will be a Fish Fry at the Hall on Sunday, 6 December 

2020.  Catfish, french fries, hush puppies, coleslaw, tea and/or 

water will be available from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Tickets are 

$10 per meal, pay at the door.  Again, as with the spaghetti 

supper, it will be dine-in (per social distancing guidelines) or 

takeout.  For takeout orders, call: George Purifoy at 501-690-

9891, Joe Giompoletti at 501-984-1991, Chuck Pavlovich at 

501-282-8361 or Bob Koch at 501-545-6118.   

 

 

 



Work at Arc Isle:  

We were scheduled to clear some brush and trees at Arc Isle on Saturday, December 12. 

However, that work is postponed at this time.  It may be rescheduled at a later date.   

 

Happy Birthday!  Birthdays this month:  

Rusty Baltz: 3 December  

Dick Antoine: 6 December 

Robert Ward: 9 December 

Michael Schnaufer: 13 December 

Timothy Doocy: 20 December 

Thomas Baird: 21 December 

James DeGeorge: 26 December 

 

How you can HELP! 

• To help with flags, show up at 7:00 a.m. sharp at Calvary Cemetery on Greenwood 

Avenue.  It only takes about 10 minutes to put up 24 American flags to celebrate the 

holiday.  For information, call Don Sass 767-2780 or Joe Kanopsic 262-5829. 

• To help with Exemplification teams, call Larry Nieman 520-1300, Newton White 622-

0191 or Joe Kanopsic 262-5829. 

• To assist with any part of the Rummage Sales, call Jim Lockwood 525-7022. 

• To assist with Corporate Communion at St. John’s, call Kevin Touhy 752-2509.   

• To assist with Corporate Communion at St. Mary’s, call Charlie Cook 262-5413 or Andy 

Anderson 425-9368.  
 
 

 


